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C a r t e r ' s  Tavern i s  s e t  i n  a  c l e a r i n g  j u s t  south of  Hal i fax  coun ty ' s  
1 h i s t o r i c  River Road. The bu i ld ing  s tood d e r e l i c t  and much decayed u n t i l  
; 1972 vhen i t  was thoroughly r e s to red  by i t s  present  owner. A s  a  r e s u l t ,  
;much of the  e x t e r i o r  f a b r i c  such a s  s i d i n g ,  roofing and chimneys had t o  be 

renewed, al though t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  woodwork, inc luding  f l o o r i n g ,  wains- 
co t ing ,  mantels  and s t a i r s ,  i s  almost completely i n t a c t .  The bu i ld ing  had 
never s u f f e r e d  major a l t e r a t i o n ,  thus  anyreplaced f a b r i c  could be c a r e f u l l y  

/matched t o  the  o r i g i n a l .  
i The t ave rn  i s  i n  t h e  Country-Federal s t y l e  and has a  two-story, 
I double-p i le ,  s ide -ha l l -p l an  main s e c t i o n  and an e a r l i e r  one-and-a-half-story 
(wing  on the  west end. Two e x t e r i o r  end b r i c k  chimneys a r e  on the  e a s t  end 

while t h e  wing has a  s i n g l e  e x t e r i o r  end chimney. Both the  main p a r t  and tHe 
wing a re  covered by gable  roo f s  with s imple box co rn ices .  The wing i s  

: f ronted  by a  shed-roof porch framed i n t o  i t s  main roof .  Beaded weather- 
; boarding, copying t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  i s  used throughout except under t h e  wing 

porch where f l u s h  s i d i n g  i s  employed. The house i s  underpinned wi th  
1 rubble f i e l d s t o n e .  

The f i r s t - f l o o r  i n t e r i o r  i s  d iv ided  i n t o  four  main rooms and a  s t a i r  
j h a l l .  A secondary enclosed s t a i r  leading  t o  t h e  innkeeper 's  p r i v a t e  

qua r t e r s  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  southwest room o f  the  main s e c t i o n .  The main,or 
( p u b l i c  room, con ta ins  doors and wainscoting grained t o  i m i t a t e  i n l a i d  cabi-  
! n e t  woods, as  wel l  as  marbel ized baseboards. The marbelized mantel i s  

r i c h l y  ornamented wi th  reeded p i l a s t e r s ,  bands and sunburs ts .  The remain- 

i ing rooms i n  the  f i r s t - f l o o r ' s  main s e c t i o n  a r e  s i m i l a r l y  t r e a t e d  bu t  a r e  
i 1 2 ~ s  o rna te .  I n  t h e  wing i s  the  " t a p  room" which has  h o r i z o n t a l  wooden 
1 ' s h e a t h i n g  on a l l  i t s  wal l s .  The room's o t h e r  d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  inc lude  
t 

l ikewise  sheathed i n  ho r i zon ta l  boarding.  I ts  simple open-s t r ing  s t a i r c a s e  
I t h e  exposed c e i l i n g  j o i s t s  and b u i l t - i n  cupboards. The main s t a i rway  i s  , 

i 
i h a s  a  square newel, ova l  handra i l  and square b a l u s t e r s .  1 
i Above t h e  main, o r  publ ic  room, i s  a  room of equal  s i z e  which a l s o  I 

has handsomely gra ined  and marbel ized woodwork. Reeding i s  employed on the  
1 rnarbelized mantel but t h e  sunburs ts  a r e  omit ted.  Behind t h i s  roomare t h e  
i 

I 1 

i nnkeepe r ' s  p r i v a t e  q u a r t e r s  which a r e  reached by the  enclosed s t a i r  mentioneid 
I e a r l i e r .  Above t h e  wing is a  s i n g l e  room formerly used as  a  s l e e p i n g  l o f t .  1 

Although modern conveniences such as  hea t ing ,  e l e c t r i c i t y  and 
pluabing have been i n s t a l l e d ,  s p e c i a l  ca re  was taken t o  preserve  t h e  b u i l d i n  

I 
q ' :  h i s t o r i c  c h a r a c t e r .  At present  t h e  tavern  i s  fu rn i shed  wi th  an t iques  and i s .  

used f o r  s p e c i a l  t o u r s  and meetings as wel l  as  a  p lace  f o r  en te r t a inmen t .  I 
i 
i 
! CCL 
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Long a f a m i l i a r  landmark on Halifax County's h i s t o r i c  and s c e n i c  River 
Road, C a r t e r ' s  Tavern i s  a handsomely r e s t o r e d  example of  an e a r l y  southern 
V i r g i n i a  ord inary .  With v i r t u a l l y  a l l  of  i ts  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  f a b r i c  
i n t a c t ,  t h e  vene rab le  frame bu i ld ing  provides a r a r e  p i c t u r e  of t h e  cha rac te r  
and arrangement of t h i s  once common Vi rg in ia  i n s t i t u t i o n .  An ou t s t and ing  
f e a t u r e  of t h e  t ave rn  i s  t h e  g r e a t  q u a n t i t y  of well-preserved gra ined  and 
marbel ized woodwork, some . o f  which is unusual ly  o r n a t e .  

The b u i l d i n g ' s  e a r l i e s t  po r t ion  i s  t h e  one-and-a-half-story-, 
probably e r e c t e d  b e f o r e  1773 by Joseph Dodson. Licenses i s sued  i n  1802 
and 1804 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Dodson's younger son, Joseph, Jr., ope ra t ed  an 
o rd ina ry  t h e r e  i n  what was a l s o  h i s  res idence .  I n  1807 Eodson s o l d  t h e  
bu i ld ing  and 67 ac res  t o  Samuel Car t e r .  C a r t e r  is be l i eved  t o  have 
enlarged  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  i ts  p resen t  s i z e  by t e a r i n g  down p a r t  of  t h e  Dodsor. 
house and e r e c t i n g  t h e  two-story main s e c t i o n .  I n  any case ,  t h e  enlarged 
bu i ld ing  enabled Car t e r  t o  ope ra t e  an overn ight  s t a g e  s top .  The e a r l i e s t  
recorded l i c e n s e  i s sued  t o  him, i n  1821, au thor ized  C a r t e r  t o  keep "a house 
of p r i v a t e  enter tainment"  a t  h i s  res idence .  H i s  l i c e n s e  .. was renewed i n  
1824, 1829, 1830, 1833, 1834, and 1835. 

Following C a r t e r ' s  dea th  i n  1836 h i s  w i fe ,  E l i z a b e t h ,  took over  opera- 
t i o n  of t h e  es tab l i shment .  A s  t h e  River  Road was a l a p  on t h e  main s t a g e  
road between New York and New Orleans,  C a r t e r ' s  Tavern remained an impor- 
t a n t  s topping  p lace .  "Betsy" C a r t e r  cont inued as  p r o p r i e t r e s s  of t h e  tavern  
u n t i l  her  dea th  i n  1843, a t  which t ime it was permanently c losed .  I n  1860 
Samuel C a r t e r ' s  son ,  Philemon, s o l d  t h e  p rope r ty  t o  D r .  Thomas Haynie. The 
Haynie fami ly  owned it u n t i l  1898 when the  b u i l d i n g  and 150 a c r e s  was s o l d  
t o  Mrs. Martha E.Re.aves. A f t e r  t h e  Reaves family s o l d  t h e  proper ty  i n  
1941 i t  passed through va r ious  owners u n t i l  1972 when t h e  d e r e l i c t ,  decaying 
bu i ld ing  was acqui red  by M r .  and Mrs. Robert H. Edmunds, of  Ha l i f ax  County 
and Greensboro, North Carol ina .  The Edmunds mun i f i cen t ly  undertook a 
thorough r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  bu i ld ing  f o r  no o t h e r  reason than  t o  preserve  
Handsomely fu rn i shed ,  C a r t e r ' s  Tavern i s  now made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s p e c i a l  
t ou r s  and meetings. 
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